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Art in the Gardens—Greeter Statue Unveiled 

Laguna Beach, famous as an art colony, is also popular for its Greeters 
who wave at cars and passers-by coming into town.  There is a statue of 
the most famous, Eiler Larsen, on Pacific Coast Highway. We too have a 
history of outgoing kitties who sit by the main door and welcome visitors 
with a paw-tap on the window accompanied by a meow.  Sometimes 
several join in a chorus of meows! Currently we have a few contenders, 
but Indy is the one most likely to be dubbed official greeter.   As her 
name implies, a former  loud and persistent meower, Screamer, is the 
inspiration for our Greeter statue. Screamer, 17, came to us in 2010 af-

ter having lived a year in a cage at 
our vet.  She was a darling tuxedo 
cat and loved attention. Kind-
hearted  volunteer Judy Clark bris-
tled at the name and called her 
"Dreamer".  Screamer had hyper-
thyroidism, chronic kidney failure 
and a heart condition which were 
kept under control but eventually 
caused her death in February 2016.  

 
In our Winter Mews, we featured Rebecca Kruger,  Laguna College of 
Art & Design graduate, pictured with the unpainted statue of  “Screamer 
the Greeter Cat” .  The beautiful completed artwork  was dedicated in 
November and sits in the Blue and White entrance garden. Rebecca 
used a whimsical and colorful fusion of day and night Laguna, garden, 
ocean and beach scenes on the body, and Screamer’s  natural black & 
white coloring and gold eyes for the face.  “The Blue Bell Foundation for 
Cats is truly a unique place and a noble cause, Rebecca says.  I am 
honored to have worked with them on this special project.” 
 

“We are thrilled with the terrific job 
Rebecca did in meeting this un-
usual artistic challenge, notes Jeff 
Zakaryan, Chairman of Blue Bell’s 
Advisory Board and sponsor of the 
project.  “She is a gifted young art-
ist with professional business skills 
beyond her years.” Robin Fuld, 
LCAD’s Director of Career Services 
adds ”“A creative opportunity like 
this gives our emerging artists the 
professional experience and confidence they need to successfully build 
their careers.”  
 
This successful artistic endeavor was part of the “Campaign for Blue 
Bell/Garden Project” goal to broaden Blue Bell’s relationship with La-
guna Beach gardening and  artistic communities. Complementing the 
brilliant natural surroundings of the 
gardens are decorative accents—
artistic poles, sculptures, and orna-
mental birdbaths.  Other pieces 
memorialize humans or pets who 
have passed via benches, paint-
ings, and stones, such as the one 
pictured for  our dear “Skipper”—
lovingly created by Caregiver 
Jenna after he passed— to com-
memorate her special relationship 
with him.  See his memorial on the 
next page. 

WE REMEMBER:  Lee Bradford, 86 
 
We are sad to announce the passing of one of our volun-
teers, Lee, on Saturday, December 5, 2020. Lee volunteered 
at several Orange County  shelters prior to joining us In 
2002. She had many of her own cats, but truly loved Blue 
Bell cats as her own.  She even offered to stay overnight 
once during a fire threat to ensure the cat’s safety—not al-
lowed but her intent was appreciated.  She had a special 
fondness for Mittens and Bella,  but she loved them all. She 
will be greatly missed!  
Lee, pictured right with Bella, who also passed in 2020. 

“The Cat’s Meow”  Brunch 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 

Seven7Seven (Formerly Tiviloi Two) 
777 Laguna Canyon Rd 

Laguna Beach 
11:00 AM—2:00 PM 

Adults:  $70  
Children 12 and under:  $20  

Full details on page 3 



MEMORIALS 
 
Skipper,19, was with us 
just a week short of a 
year. He was a darling 
cat who almost seemed 
to be smiling. He was 
FIV+ and the disease 
finally took its toll. On 
Saturday morning,  

December 12,  he wasn't his usual self and was 
barely eating. Caregiver Joyce  took him out 
into the gardens. It was overcast and drizzling 
so she  wrapped him in a blanket and walked 
around. At one point, he wanted to get down 
and as soon as he did, he made his final mark 
(literally) by peeing in the dirt in the Memorial 
garden then he did some exploring. Caregiver 
Jenna came to spend some time with him and 
they took him to our vet. They stayed with him 
while he passed. Afterward they went outside. 
The sun came out for the first time that day. 
Joyce told Jenna it was Skipper signaling them 
he made it across the Rainbow Bridge. 
 

Dinky, 16, was with us 
since April, 2019. Her 
placer felt she could be  
traumatized by being 
separated from her 
Mama, but Dinky did 
just fine. She was diag-
nosed with lymphoma  

and did OK for a bit but it had progressed.   In 
the days before her passing, she was still eat-
ing, active and affectionate. However, on the 
day she died she became listless. Joyce put a 
blanket over her and a heating disc under her 
bed, and put her bear next to her. She slept 
there for an hour or so and then got down on 
the floor.  Joyce placed a blanketed box  next 
to her and Dinky immediately went inside—
hiding is often a sign of distress. Joyce then 
walked her around in the sunshine one last 
time and told her she'd soon be with her Mama 
and sister Inky. She passed over the Rainbow 
Bridge peacefully on the front seat of Joyce’s  
car on the morning of  December 14, 2020. 
 
 

Katie Coverdale, 14, 
came to us in  
September 2017 with 
her brother Diamond 
who still remains.  
Beautiful Katie died 
suddenly on Sunday, 
December 20. She 
had suffered from stomach torsion, or "bloat" in 
which the stomach dilates and then twists on 
itself. It usually occurs in large breed dogs and 
is very rare in cats. The only ailment she had 
was arthritis for which she had acupuncture 
every month. The day she died she was doing 
fine. Just an hour after last being seen, Joyce 
found her  on her side. She  picked her up and 
Katie cried.  Her stomach was huge. She 
rushed her to the Vet and Katie was humanely 
put to sleep to ease her misery. She has a 
place in all of our hearts and on the mural in the 
main house. 
 
Onyx, 18, was placed 
with us in 2016 by her 
devoted former owner. 
She had lived her 
whole life with them, 
but she became in-
compatible with the 
other pets and had 
litterbox and behavioral issues. For most of her 
time with us, she had no major health issues.  
Then she developed seizures.  In the week 
prior to her death on Saturday, January 9 her  
seizures became more frequent and each one 
took its toll. We knew her time was nearing the 
end.  Volunteer Michelle E. and Joyce took her 
out in the gardens the Wednesday before and 
Onyx enjoyed that. She walked all around, sat 
in the sunshine, and even did some investigat-
ing in the bushes. Thursday, her owner came to 
visit and spent a few hours with her. Jenna took 
her out in the gardens again on Friday for more 
exploring. On Saturday, Joyce carried her 
around the gardens one last time before taking 
her to the vet. She passed quickly and  
peacefully.  
 
 
 

Sally, 19, was with us 
since 2014.  She came 
with her brother, Harry, 
who pre-deceased her. 
Sally, petite and de-
mure, was an adorable 
kitty who loved people.  
She loved sitting in her clear blanketed salad 
bowl on the patio, but would run into the house 
if someone arrived. She would then trade her 
bowl for a lap. Sally  was generally healthy ex-
cept for being treated for feline acne.  In the 
end, her age finally caught up and  she devel-
oped a gallstone which eventually progressed 
to liver failure.  We lost her in August, 2020. 
 
Sammy, 20,  left us too soon. He came to us in 
September  2020 as 
part of our Community 
Cat Fund.  He was res-
cued from a shelter 
where he had been sur-
rendered and  most 
likely would have been 
euthanized due to 
health issues and his age. He acclimated to 
Blue Bell almost immediately.  He was in poor 
shape when he arrived with an upper respira-
tory infection.  Shortly after, he  was diagnosed 
with a mass in his ear. In February  a CT scan 
showed that it was not just in the ear, but down 
the jaw into the neck. In addition, he had a 
bone infection. Multiple strong antibiotics were 
ineffective.  Surgery had helped for a brief time, 
but the holes had sealed so the fluids were un-
able to drain and the right side of his head 
started to swell.  His prognosis was poor, so  
on Friday, February 12,  the decision was made 
for humane euthanasia. Jenna, Joyce, and Vol-
unteer Matt accompanied Sammy in the  gar-
dens. He still had some spunk—he explored, 
drank from the 3-tier fountain, sat in the sun-
shine, and even chased a lizard! Joyce then 
took him to the vet and he died in her arms on 
his final journey.   Thanks to Joyce, Rima, & 
Jenna for giving him the best hospice care in 
his remaining months, and  to our caring volun-
teers who always made a point to give him ex-
tra attention. Sammy was able to live his last 
months in comfort and love. 

Word fun—dId You KnoW? 
 

Although the word ailurophile has only been documented in English since the early 1900s, ailurophiles have been around for thousands of years. 
The ancient Egyptians were perhaps history's greatest cat lovers, even treating them as gods. But the English word ailurophile does not descend 

from Egyptian; rather, it comes from a combination of the Greek word ailouros, which means "cat," and the suffix -phile, meaning "lover." The  
opposite is ailurophobe (from ailouros plus -phobe, meaning "fearing or averse to"). That's a fancy name for someone who fears cats.   
 This emanated from the Medieval Europeans who regarded cats as wicked agents of evil.  SOURCE:  MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY 



NEW RESIDENTS 
 
Cassia, 11, is  a pretty 
torbie”— a mix of  
tortoiseshell and tabby. 
Her owner had made pro-
visions for her  to be 
placed and died a few 
months prior to her arrival 
on  Sunday night, 
 February 7 on a flight 

from Louisiana!  This tiny tiger  welcomes at-
tention, has the loudest purr, and loves being 
brushed. She is still getting to know the other 
residents and hopefully will come to fully accept 
them as she has accepted us humans.  

Taylor, 14, came  
Tuesday after-
noon,  
February 23. Her 
family related how 
she was not get-
ting along with the 
whole family and 
other pets.   She 
settled in well in 
her own suite, but 

like Cassia, is still getting used to the other 
cats.   Taylor  loves company— sitting on laps, 
being petted, and belly rubs.  She enjoys 
watching the birds and lizards on her catio and 
rolling around in catnip. She is very chatty! 
 

Kitty, 18 
arrived on  
December 3.  His 
owners drove him 
from San Jose. 
They loved him 
dearly but  felt 
their schedules  
couldn't accommodate the attention he de-
served. He had an eye infection which healed 
nicely so he joined the main community quickly. 
Sweet-faced Kitty was mainly an outdoor cat so 
he loves being on the catio. He  is a playful 
gentlemen who enjoyed looking for treats on 
our Easter egg hunt.  He  gets along well with  
everyone.  

Blue Bell’s Unique Ties to Laguna Beach 
Revealed in New Booklet 

 
   From iconic greeters and love for animals and the environment to surviving natural 
disasters, The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats and the City of Laguna Beach are tied at the 
historical hip. All comes to light in “The Story of Blue Bell: A Trip Through Space and 
Time,” by author and Blue Bell Volunteer Lynette Brasfield. “Thousands of people race 
by Blue Bell on Laguna Canyon Road every day with little knowledge that our Cat Retire-
ment Sanctuary exists, much less that it has so much in common with the history of 
Laguna,” says Lynette."  
   Lynette has done a masterful job capturing the essence of our special place and the 
many ways it connects to Laguna”, notes Susan Hamil, Blue Bell’s Chairwoman. Susan 
and her veterinarian husband John have had a forty-plus year love affair with Laguna 
and Blue Bell. As owners of Canyon Animal Hospital they looked after hundreds of cats 
for our founder Bertha Yergat and have been members of our Board since she passed 
away in 1989.  
  Lynette did great consolidating various sources into the booklet and adding her own 
creative touches.  Susan adds “The Story of Blue Bell shares the ups, downs and unique 
charms of Blue Bell’s cats, cottages, gardens, volunteers and supporters—all key to our 
enduring presence in Laguna.” 
   We also recognize: Christine O’Hare-Pomponi, Blue Bell Mews author who furnished 
past local newspaper and newsletter articles; Terri Karman for her wonderful pictures; 
Marcie Hague who maintains our website; and many volunteers who shared stories. 
 

 View the booklet here: http://www.bluebellcats.org/news/bb_book2.pdf 
 Free copies are available at Blue Bell 

Buttercup’s BIRTHDAY PAWTY! 
 

On November 21, Buttercup turned 21! 
 Volunteers, staff, and kitties celebrated with 

cupcakes—well, tuna cupcakes for the cats—and 
Buttercup received a new pink blanket!  This 

sweet Siamese mix has beautiful blue eyes that 
sometimes involuntarily quiver back and forth, a 

condition called nystagmus,  
common in Siamese.  This sweetheart is very  

affectionate.  She has been with us since 2014 
and is much loved by all!  

Cat’s Meow Fundraiser 
(Date/Venue/Price on cover page) 

 
Join us for a delicious champagne buffet brunch 

and silent auction of beautiful gifts. Proceeds 
benefit our Community Cat Fund which under-
writes the cost for hardship cases/unadoptable 
cats placed with us  from local animal shelters.  

 
Space is limited.   

Reserve your seat by September 12: 
 

SEND CHECK TO BLUE BELL:  Please NOTE: 
“Cat’s Meow” and # of tickets. 

 
Click here to pay by Pay Pal or Credit Card and  

other payment instructions: 
http://www.bluebellcats.org/news/news_det.php?id=63 

 
You will NOT receive written confirmation, 

simply check in day of event.       
   No tickets sold at door. 

 
For additional information 

Email Pamela:   bluebellpr@cox.net      



Enclosed is a “Gift of Love” in the amount of  $___________      
 
to be given in the name of 
 
___________________________________________________ 

For: (Please Specify) 
 
[ ] Anniversary [ ] Birthday [ ] Holiday [ ] In Memory Of 
[ ] Other __________________________________________ 
 
Send a card announcing the donation to: 
 
Name:
__________________________________________________ 
Address:
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Your Name and address: 
 
Name:
__________________________________________________ 
Address:
________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to: The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats 
Donations are tax-deductible THANK YOU! 

Our Mission:  
The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats offers 

loving and compassionate 
 lifetime care for senior cats whose owners 

can no longer care for them. 

Remember: Use www.goodsearch.com 
as your search engine, and 

www.goodshop.com 
for your online shopping. 

Simply name us as your charity 

20982 Laguna Canyon Road 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
949-494-1586 

www.bluebellcats.org 

ENSURING YOUR CAT’S FUTURE 

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK 
 

Cats are sponsored to ensure their continuing lifetime 
care.  However, costs are rising dramatically and 
cash donations help augment our budget toward  
expenses immensely.  These includes veterinary  

medicine, staffing, food, equipment, supplies, 
 medications, fluid treatments, dental care, facility 

 maintenance and improvements.  
 

Donations received from the newsletter (including 
Gifts of Love) go specifically to the "Community Cat 
Fund". Please refer to our website for information on 

the  "Campaign for Blue Bell" 
 and a detailed description of all giving opportunities. 

You may arrange for your donation to be applied  
toward one of them. 

 
A huge thank you to all our compassionate 

  supporters who understand our mission and the 
need for our existence. 

 

OR DONATE ONLINE! 
http://www.bluebellcats.org/donate/index.php 

Registered Non-Profit 501( C )(3) 

More photos and videos! FOLLOW US ON:  

https://www.facebook.com/BlueBellFoundationforCats/ 
 
https://www.instagram.com/bluebellcats/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg7ZRx_O9qS2LggOH0kmXGQ 


