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From Roots to Wings
Blue Bell Gardens Takes Off!
A few short years ago, the land beyond Blue Bell’s screened in cat porches,
lay barren, weed-infested and devoid of life—save for the odd gopher mound
dotting the area. Today, we are greeted by a landscape brimming with color,
varied plant life, sounds of running water, wind-chimes, birds singing, fluttering
butterflies and every manner of toad, lizard, bee and lady bug. Laying dormant
for sometime following the devastating mudslides and floods, the fallow
ground was ready for transformation and return to the environmental glory
worthy of our picturesque Laguna Canyon setting.
The rejuvenation to date is just the beginning. Under the watchful eye and tender hand of Sue Brown—our Curator of Horticulture—there is more, much
more to come! Sue has assessed each garden and has a plan to optimize
their beauty and abundance as the seasons change. Sue is also very proud
that the Gardens are cared for organically. “We embrace a larger stewardship
to ensure our decisions benefit not only our ecological setting, but reflect well
on the world around us.” “While walking the paths, Sue notes with great enthusiasm, it’s easy to get lost in the magic of the canyons. The Blue Bell Gardens
not only offer so many different blooms and birds, but the enchantment of the
caves and other dramatic canyon views as well.” “As stewards of the environment, Sue adds, we must always consider the impact of every action we take
upon all those affected—from the smallest soil microbe to the largest cat!”
Contributed by Jeff Zakaryan
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Mist forms in the
hills behind the
Gardens
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rain shower.
Cody relaxing in
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staff supervision.
Sue Brown,
Curator of
Horticulture

New Strategic Plan Aims To Secure Our Future
The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats has
a proud history as Orange County’s
first cat retirement sanctuary. Although it’s gratifying to have achieved
more than thirty years of service, our
commitment is to ensure we have the
necessary resources to serve generations to come. To achieve that aim, we
have developed a Strategic Plan
whose sole purpose is to guarantee
your peace of mind and Blue Bell’s
long term future. As with all organizations, unknown opportunities and unforeseen challenges requires our plan
to be a "living document" to keep pace
with future needs. The new plan highlights significant accomplishments
over the last five years and identifies
key goals for the next five. Among the
accomplishments are the re-model of
Bertha Yergat Cottage, development

of new Mission and Vision Statements, creation of the Lifetime Care
Program, Community Cat Fund and
Blue Bell Gardens. The key goals for
the next five years include succession
plans for the Board of Directors, optimization of financial performance and
establishment of a Veterinary Care
Endowment Fund to address dramatically rising expenses for senior cat
health services.
A complete copy of the 2020-2025
plan is available for your review on our
website. If you have questions or
wish more information, please let us
know.
Contributed by Jeff Zakaryan

COVID19 has affected us in vari-

ous ways. In March we had to postpone our Cat’s Meow Fundraiser
and suspend tours and visits, including our volunteers who are a
crucial supplemental “workforce”. The “cuddlers” provide affection while staff attends to medications and
feedings. Our wonderful staff has gone above and beyond to ensure our kitties are cared for physically and
emotionally. They made sure each kitty got their daily
dose of love and updated us via social media including
pictures. There was a silver lining to the shutdown.
Volunteer Cindy Hartman comes weekly and loves the
cats. She began sewing masks to keep busy. Many people wanted to pay her, so she accepted and decided to
donate it to us—a kind and generous gesture. Cindy presented Susan with a check for $500! Thank you Cindy!
Volunteers have returned with strict safety measures,
but the cats are just as happy their people are back.

MEMORIALS

Mittens, 22. passed Wednesday, April 1 of natural causes
after living with us most of her life. She was a kind kitty, to
people and other cats. She loved her buddy Tiger, a feral
Angelo, 19, came to us in 2013 with his brother
kitty who was scared of people but snuggled with Mittens. He
Spike after their owner died. Both boys were expassed last year and she never left his side. Mittens was
tremely affectionate with each other, other cats, and
healthy most of her life. In December she had an upper respipeople. They would crawl all over us looking for hugs.
ratory infection and we worried this may be serious. She was
On Sunday, November 17, we had a volunteer meetshowered with lots of love and rallied. She had lost weight but
ing and he was his usual self jumping between laps.
was really active and eating well. A few days before she passed, Jenna noticed
Around 10:30 PM Caregiver Joyce was working and
her breathing was labored and rattled. Dr. Hamil examined her—her lungs were
Angelo started vomiting, and within a few minutes started vocalizing and having dry, but clear. She was anemic and had a low temperature. It was time to keep
trouble breathing. She and Susan rushed him to Central OC Animal Emerher comfortable. She was eating well for a few days but started declining—
gency . He was in cardiac arrest and in such distress he was immediately
though comfortable, she was weak and tired, and we knew she was telling us
euthanized. Angelo was treated for multiple medical issues, but was stable. As she was ready. Joyce wrapped her up in her pink blanket and drove her to the
many of us saw him that same day, we were shocked and heartbroken, but we vet. She held and kissed her and told her that we would all miss her, she would
were thankful he had the loving last day that he deserved. Angelo is now with
get plenty of shrimp and chicken and that she would see her "brother" Tiger
his brother, Spike, who passed from intestinal lymphoma in 2015, and all his
again at the Rainbow Bridge. She passed quickly and peacefully in her arms.
other cuddle buddies who have crossed the rainbow bridge.
She loved her life so much at Blue Bell. Thanks to our staff and all of our wonderful volunteers who gave her so much love and attention. She loved you all so
Tz’u-his, 16 ”Shoo” left us too soon on Friday, February 21. very much. You literally loved her to life.
She was fine for the 2 months she was with us—ate well,
played, and was friendly to people and the other cats.
Lady Bug, 17, was with us 5 years. She arrived after her
When her “Papa" died, she was very stressed which she
owner was placed in a memory-care facility that did not
coped with by over-grooming and lost patches of fur, but it
accept pets. She had the coloring of a lady bug, but was a
grew back. Several days before she passed, she became
real “love bug”. She was very chatty and loved attention. In
lethargic with bloody diarrhea. She was hospitalized and
2016 she had all her teeth removed due to severe
put on IV fluids. Tests showed high kidney values and low
stomatitis, a horrible painful mouth disease. She had been
blood sugar, which caused seizures. An ultrasound showed a large mass in one
doing really well until January of this year when she started
kidney, and a smaller mass on the other. The prognosis was poor, there was
drooling, her tongue started hanging out of her mouth, and
nothing the vets could do and her kidneys had not responded to the treatment
her appetite decreased. She was seen by a dentist and
she had been given. Dr. Hamil humanely euthanized her —it was quick and
given medications for inflammation. They worked, but she then developed a
painless.Joyce, Susan & Jenna said their goodbyes. Susan suggested she
mass on her tongue. She wanted to eat and would try, but it was becoming too
needed to be with her Papa and they are now reunited.
difficult for her. She was suffering, so on April 17, we made the painful decision
to have her put to sleep. On her last day, she enjoyed being in the sunshine on
Buffy ,(almost) 17 Buffy originally came with her brother
the bench in the middle patio. A biopsy diagnosed the mass as sublingual
Tiger in 2017 from their Mama who had terminal cancer.
squamous cell carcinoma, an extremely aggressive form of cancer.
Mama had a brief period where she was feeling much better, so Buffy returned to her in January 2018. Tiger reBeautiful Suki, 12, arrived May 30, 2014. She came
mained because Mama could only care for one. Buffy came
from a local shelter-she’d been found on the street.
back to Blue Bell in May 2018. She was never a lap cat, but
Days after her arrival, volunteer Christine witnessed her
she loved being brushed, and playing. In June, 2019, a lump
having a severe asthma attack. She was rushed to the
appeared. It was diagnosed as fibrosarcoma. These rare,
vet and put in a nebulizer chamber. She was put on
very aggressive tumors develop in injection sites, mainly vaccines. The tumor
asthma medication, and even had her tiny asthma reshad wrapped itself around her spine, so surgery was not an option. Occasionally
cue inhaler. In the beginning, Suki was temperamental.
the mass would be drained, but it would refill and the kept getting larger. It
She would let you near her, but would sometimes lash
seemingly didn't bother her. She was eating great, and was active and affection- out if you pet her. Eventually she mellowed and even started soliciting attention.
ate, until Friday, March 27, Caregiver Jenna noticed she had not moved from
Joyce noticed her usual breathing problem as well as an ear discharge. Dr.
her bed for hours and seemed uncomfortable for the first time. She was telling
Hamil came and she was stabilized. The next day she could not breath and she
us she was ready. Rima came to say goodbye and Joyce took her to the vet.
collapsed. Her asthma was probably a factor. She died Saturday May 30,
She told her we will all miss her but that she was going to be with her Mama
exactly 6 years to the day of her arrival and being age 12, spent exactly half her
again. She was in her pink bed with soft music playing, as she passed quickly
life with us. We will all miss this sassy little white tiger with the blue eyes.
and peacefully, over the Rainbow Bridge into her Mama's waiting arms.
Scarlett, 19, came to us with her brother Hunter in February of 2019 when their
Keller, 15, and his 4 littermates were found in a dumpster in owner had to move to assisted living. He warned us she was a “golden retriever”
2005. They came to us in 2008. Keller wasn’t a lap cat but
cat meaning she was friendly and loved people. In the weeks prior to her passloved belly rubs and chicken. Quite the hunter, he chased,
ing, she started getting a little picky with food. She also had slowed down a little
captured and ate a moth a week before he passed. Keller
but nothing alarming. She still loved attention. On Saturday, June 6, Joyce nohad hyperthyroidism, kidney failure, and IBD/pancreatitis.
ticed she refused to eat, was straining in the litterbox, and was shivering. She'd
Weeks before he passed he became anemic and diabetic. He lost 8 oz in 5 days. Joyce rushed her to the vet and they felt a mass on her bladwas started on insulin and eating well and was active. He
der. Her kidney cysts had filled back up and she was severely anemic. Dr.
enjoyed supervised trips in the garden, drinking from the foun- Brower, Susan and Joyce discussed her quality of life—
tain and even peeing in the dirt! The night before he died he she would decline quickly in the next day or two so they
put her to sleep on a blanket outside the hospital. It had
was having trouble walking. The next morning, Thursday, May 21 he could not
been a gloomy and rainy morning, but the sun came out
walk at all—it was time. Rima and Jenna carried him around the gardens and
sat with him in the shade. Joyce offered him tuna and he eagerly drank the juice. for her and they let her walk around the plants outside.
She took him to the vet, and he passed peacfully. He joins siblings Half Pint, Lil Joyce told her we would miss her and that we would take
Teddie, and Pumpkin. Remaining sibling Snowball was adopted by a volunteer. good care of her brother Hunter and her boyfriend Adam.

NEW RESIDENTS
Skipper, 12, is a handsome brown tabby who arrived
December 17 after his owner died. He was introduced via the lower house and acclimated within
days. He did so well there he was moved to the upper house. This tiny tiger is very affable to both people and the other cats. He always looks like he’s smiling!

and especially likes being brushed. Tz’u-his, (pronounced “Shoo-Shee) had
some mobility issues which impeded her ability to jump, so she stayed in her
cozy beds on the floor. She had the cutest white markings on her nose and chin,
complemented by her white bib. Unfortunately her time with us was taken away
when she passed in February. (See memorial).

Dinky, arrived on April 24, 4 days after she turned 16!
She lived with her owner in assisted living. The owner
died and her daughter warned us Dinky was traumatized and wasn’t sure how she would react. She came
Pixel,12 and Tz’u-his, 16 came from the same house- right out of her carrier, but she was scared the first
night. However, it didn’t take long for this beauty with
hold on December 22 after their owner died. Pixel (at
the copper eyes and silky soft fur to accept us. The next day she was eating
left) is a very pretty tabby girl who has the most stunning green eyes! Initially she was quite shy and kept to well, and in a few days in our laps. She is out and about in the lower house and
is quite chatty. She will gladly introduce herself. She loves being brushed.
herself when people were around, but made progress

Cat Ladies at the Parade!

On March 7, 2020, five of our devoted volunteers represented us in Laguna
Beach’s annual Patriots Day Parade, a Laguna tradition which features floats,
nearly 100 community groups and marching bands. .
Pictured: Cheryl Arrieta, Terri Karman, Kole Carr, Cynthia McGuinness &
Pamela Knudsen strutted through Laguna wearing cool cat T-shirts,
donning cats’ ears and glasses while carrying baskets of stuffed kitties! Kole
went all out and wore a whole cat suit! Thanks Cat Ladies!
MITTENS BIRTHDAY PAWTY!
On Saturday January 18, staff and volunteers gathered to celebrate the
22nd birthday of our dear Mittens. Barbara Bixby, a longtime volunteer
who passed in 2007, brought Mittens to us 20 years ago—a neighbor had
found Mittens in her yard.—so she really was family. Decked out in a pretty
pink bib, she dined on tuna cupcakes that Rima and Joyce had made for
her, and she was showered with tons of affection. The
paw-purr-awsi snapped this photo of her! Miittens was born in 1998. As
volunteer Lindsey Arnette points out “Our beloved Mittens has lived in four
different decades, two different centuries, and two different millennia!” She
was with us for three more months until she passed on April 1.

BRICCO RESTAURANT
Fundraiser

On Tuesday evening,
November 19, 2019,
Bricco Pizzeria and Wine Bar, a
locally-owned Italian restaurant in
Laguna Niguel, hosted a fundraiser
by donating 15% of all sales to
Blue Bell. We had a wonderful
turnout. We received $205, not
bad when all attendees needed to
do was enjoy a delicious dinner,
drinks, mingle and have fun!
Thank you, Bricco, for hosting this
and your generosity for helping us
raise always-needed funds to keep
the kibble flowing for our fabulous
felines.

CAT COMB BENEFITS
BLUE BELL
There is a grooming tool called a
"CoatHook" you can buy online. For
every one you buy, the company donates $5 to us. These combs are unique
and are priced at $19.95, competitive
with all other quality grooming products.
Several staff and volunteers have purchased and love them. They are
particularly effective for medium and
long-haired pets.
You can find out more and purchase
these through a link on our website’s
homepage
www.bluebellcats.org

IN MEMORIUM
We were sad to hear of the passing last year
of June Neptune, 95. June and her husband
Terry hosted many fundraisers in 40-plus
years at Tivoli Terrace and Tivoli Too! Many of
these were animal organization events,
including our annual “Cat’s Meow Brunch”.
June had placed several cats with us over the
years.
Our Susan Hamil expressed sorrow at her
passing. “In addition to being great animal
lovers, June and Terry were great friends to
our community. June’s spirit of generosity
extended to Laguna-based organizations and
her passion for animals will be missed in our
town. We are so sorry to learn about June’s
passing.”
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20982 Laguna Canyon Road
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-494-1586

www.bluebellcats.org

Our Mission:
The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats offers
loving and compassionate
lifetime care for senior cats whose owners
can no longer care for them.
Remember: Use www.goodsearch.com
as your search engine, and
www.goodshop.com
for your online shopping.
Simply name us as your charity

More photos and videos! FOLLOW US ON:
https://www.facebook.com/BlueBellFoundationforCats/
https://www.instagram.com/bluebellcats/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg7ZRx_O9qS2LggOH0kmXGQ

Enclosed is a “Gift of Love” in the amount of $___________
to be given in the name of
___________________________________________________
For: (Please Specify)
[ ] Anniversary [ ] Birthday [ ] Holiday [ ] In Memory Of
[ ] Other __________________________________________
Send a card announcing the donation to:
Name:
__________________________________________________
Address:
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK
Cats are sponsored to ensure their continuing lifetime care. However, costs are rising dramatically
and cash donations help augment our budget toward
expenses immensely. This includes staffing, food,
vet visits, diagnostics, medications, fluid treatments,
and facilities—grounds and gardens maintenance,
utilities, and improvements.
Donations received from the newsletter (including
Gifts of Love) go specifically to the "Community Cat
Fund". Please refer to our website for information on
the "Campaign for Blue Bell"
and a detailed description of all giving opportunities.
You may arrange for your donation to be applied
toward one of them.

Your Name and address:
Name:
__________________________________________________
Address:
________________________________________________

___________________________________________
Make checks payable to: The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats
Donations are tax-deductible THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to all our compassionate
supporters who understand our mission and the
need for our existence.

Registered Non-Profit 501( C )(3)

OR DONATE ONLINE!
http://www.bluebellcats.org/donate/index.php

