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  It is with great sorrow we announce that our beloved Dorothy 
Palmer, 102, passed away March 14, 2016, in the  evening at her 
home in Santa Ana. A lifelong cat lover, she was Blue Bell 
 founder Bertha Yergat’s friend and CPA for many years. She was 
also a staunch supporter and a member of our original Board of 
Directors.  Dorothy herself also rescued and homed many cats in 
her life. Just three weeks prior to her passing she received a 
“blue cat” award at our 3rd Annual Cat’s Meow fundraiser. 
 
   Dorothy leaves behind numerous nieces and nephews and 
seven cats.   Those seven cats are now retired at Blue Bell, a 
 provision she had in in place for many years.  This prearrangement 
came to fruition as a result of Bertha’s vision that our cherished 
pets will be taken care of their entire lives, and moreover, can be 
planned ahead for peace of mind. They are in our Anderson-Wentzel 
house and are generally adjusting nicely. 
 
   We will all miss Dorothy.  She is memorialized via our Dorothy 
Palmer patio. Her legacy continues through Blue Bell—the 
 organization itself as well as our resident cats, and the future cats 
who will be placed with us—thanks to her many years of loyalty to 
our mission.   

TRIBUTE TO DOROTHY PALMER 

THE CATS 
 
Baby 8, Boots, 8,  and Sammy ,7,  lived  
together in a guest house at  
Dorothy’s. These 4 are settling in well at Blue 
Bell.  Baby was a friendly  girl from the start 
and loves playing with wand toys.  Boots is a 
sweet boy who loves belly rubs and playing. 
He gets along well with the other cats. 
Sammy is a shy boy but now starting to join in 
the colony. He loves treats and neck 
scratches. 
 
Sally, 8, lived in the house with Dorothy. Shy, 
but  welcomes chin scratches—a great sign! 
 
Big Boy, 6, Suzy, 6,  and Little Guy, 3,  also  
lived in separate quarters at Dorothy’s house.  
They are scared in their new surroundings 

and are housed in their 
own suite.  We are letting 
them adjust at their own 
pace and offering quiet 
TLC to ease their  
transition. 
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NEW RESIDENTS 
   Rusty, 
10, arrived 
in 
 December, 
2015.  This 
classic 
handsome 
orange 

tabby with mint green eyes is adorable and 
friendly.  He felt comfortable in the main 
colony soon after his arrival.  He loves 
playing, especially with wand toys.    

                                 

   Lady Bug, 12,  
is a sweet petite 
tortie kitty.  She 
arrived in  
December, 
2015. Lady 
Bug’s owner was placed in a 
 memory-care facility—and sadly they did 
not accept pets—so a friend placed Lady 
Bug with us. She really does look like a 
lady bug with her orange and black  
coloring!  She is out among the other cats. 

Momma Kitty, app. 16—
18, came  
February 29, 2016— our 
little “leap kitty”. Momma is 
originally from France and 
came to us when her 
owner died.  Momma was 
always at her former owner’s side.  A 
pretty black girl with amber eyes, she is 
still a bit shy so she remains in her own 
suite.  She does accept visits and treats!   
All three  new cats live in the Anderson-

Wentzel house. 

PASSINGS 
 

Screamer, 17, came to us in 2010 after hav-
ing lived a year in a cage at our vet.  She im-
mediately thrived and was often our “foyer 
greeter”.  As her name implies, she had a loud meow and loved 
using it.   She was a darling cat and loved attention.  Screamer 
had hyperthyroidism, chronic kidney failure and a heart  condition 
which were kept under control but eventually her heart started 
having trouble pumping and she had fluid buildup in her chest 
and abdomen. The fluid was drained several times, but became 
more frequent and this was very uncomfortable for her.  This pro-
gressed and she was having trouble breathing and we knew it 
was time. Santiago brought her to our vet and she was put to 
sleep in February by Dr. Jen with Rima, Joyce and Colleen by her 
side.   
 

 

Longtime resident Shiva, 19, 
came in 2002.  She was in our upper house 
until she developed bladder stones and 
became overweight. She was moved to our 
TLC Anderson-Wentzel house so she could start a special diet to 
control both.  The stones did clear, though she was always a bit 
plump.  Shiva was unique and could be temperamental 
(especially with the other cats), equally loving, but at times a bit 
grouchy.  She loved her sun porch and visits from people.  In her 
final months she began to lose weight and was diagnosed with 
severe progressive kidney disease. She was at the vet for almost 
a week with supportive care which included warm baths. We were 
all hoping she could return to Blue Bell, but it was not to be. She 
became disoriented and vomiting blood.  Shiva died  
November 29,  2015 with Joyce and Dr. Jen at her side.  

In June we launched a new website that works more 
 effectively on desktops, laptops, and mobile devices. It’s 
easier to navigate and features more in-depth information 

 organized for quicker access.  Check it out!  
www.bluebellcats.org. 

Blue Bell Gardens 
 Campaign  Making  

Progress  
 

     We, along with the  Laguna Beach  
Beautification Council and Laguna 
Beach Garden Club, are pleased to 
report that Blue Bell Gardens, designed 
 to restore, revitalize and beautify our  
Laguna Canyon location took two significant steps forward in May.  
     The landscape plan was completed by Ruben Flores of Visionscape 
and the grounds were cleared for installation of our new water-wise  
irrigation system donated by Native West Sustainable Landscapes.  
    We introduce Lynette Brasfield as our new Public Relations Coordina-
tor for the project. She currently works as an associate editor and writer 
for the StuNewsLaguna and is volunteering her skills on our behalf.  
Welcome Lynette! 
     We are in the process of raising funds for the next phase of the project. 
To learn more about donation and sponsorship opportunities, please con-
tact Jeff Zakaryan (949-290-6356, jeffz18@cox.net). To make an immedi-
ate donation through PayPal, visit our website donation page and indicate 
Blue Bell Gardens in the special instructions at check out. 



 

Volunteers (pictured right, L-R) 
Pamela Knudsen,  
Cynthia McGuiness,  
Jackie Trennery and  

Terri Karman had a blast in  
Laguna Beach's 50th Annual 
Patriot's Day Parade on  
Saturday,  March 5.  They 

spread the word while strutting  
through Laguna  donning cats’ 
ears and glasses and carrying 
baskets of stuffed kitties! 
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The 3rd Cat's Meow Champagne Brunch   was held on 

 Sunday, February 21, 2016 at Tivoli Too in Laguna.  We 

are happy to say it was another great success—wonderful 

venue, company, food, and prizes. 

 

The “Blue Bell Cat Awards”  were presented to the 

 following for their commitment and dedication: 

 

Long-term Service Volunteer:   

Marcie Hague, Website Designer & Host  

 
Extraordinary Volunteer Support:  

Bimali Walgampaya,  Fundraising & Cottage Care Upkeep 

 
Oustanding Service by Staff: 

Joyce Buettner & Rima Ahdab  

Longtime weekend staff.  Both go above and beyond their 

normal schedules  for their willingness to work more week-

day hours, including nights.  Exceptional care giving skills 

and  loving devotion to our residents.   

& 

Sarah Wilcox, Registered Veterinary Technician/ Practice 

Manager  at  Canyon Animal Hospital  

 

     The  Blue Bell Gardens project was presented by 

 Ruben Flores. The plan includes a butterfly garden and 

small gift shop. It was detailed on a story board for all to  

see. 

 
      Many volunteers contributed to making this lovely 

event possible—preparing baskets, PR, and fundraising. 

 

 

Immense gratitude to June Neptune of Tivoli  Too, the 

vendors who donated prizes, and to all who attended 

or donated in lieu of attending.  Without you there 

would be no success.  

 Proceeds benefit our Community Cat Fund. 

MERLIN GOES HOME! 

  Sweet Merlin, 16, came to us in March, 2015.  His original circumstance changed and his 

placer was able to reclaim him in December, 2015.  She missed him very much. We hear he 

is doing great!  Here he is sporting his polo shirt Rima bought him while he was with us. 

Thanks to Blue Bell’s Pam 
Knudsen for arranging the  
promotional banner (above). 
Special thanks to Pat Wilson for 
creating it and to the City of  
Laguna Beach for it’s place-
ment right in downtown Laguna!   
 

Pictured Middle: (L to R) 
Board Chair Susan Hamil, 
Joyce Buettner, Rima Ahdab 
 

Pictured Bottom: 
Susan Hamil, Marcie Hague, 
Bimali Walgampaya 

Beautiful event photos (see our 
website for more) provided by  
photographer Brad Thontlin of 
Brad Thontlin Photography in 
Laguna Beach. Brad donated 
his professional services without 
charge throughout the whole 

event. His website: 
www.bradphotos.com/ 

DON’T MISS OUT 
ON EVENTS!  

 
Join our email  

database.  We send 
out information and  
updates that don’t 
make it to the MEWS! 
You also receive the 
newsletter  in color 

which saves on printing 
& postage costs! 

 

Go to our website and 
email us. 



Enclosed is a “Gift of Love” in the amount of  $___________      
 
to be given in the name of 
 
___________________________________________________ 

For: (Please Specify) 
 
[ ] Anniversary [ ] Birthday [ ] Holiday [ ] In Memory Of 
[ ] Other __________________________________________ 
 
Send a card announcing the donation to: 
 
Name:
__________________________________________________ 
Address:
________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Your Name and address: 
 
Name:
__________________________________________________ 
Address:
________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to: The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats 
Donations are tax-deductible THANK YOU! 

Our Mission:  
The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats offers 

loving and compassionate 
 lifetime care for senior cats whose owners 

can no longer care for them. 

Remember: Use www.goodsearch.com 
as your search engine, and 

www.goodshop.com 
for your online shopping. 

Simply name us as your charity 

20982 Laguna Canyon Road 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
949-494-1586 

www.bluebellcats.org 

ENSURING YOUR CAT’S FUTURE 

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK 
 

Cats are sponsored to ensure their continuing lifetime 
care. However, costs rise and cash donations help 

augment our budget immensely. This includes food, 
medications, fluid treatments, vet visits, and facility 

utilities. 
 

Your monetary support is vital to the ongoing direct 
care of the cats as well as ongoing operational 

expenses. 
 

Donations received from the newsletter (including 
Gifts of Love) go specifically to the "Community Cat 
Fund". Please refer to our website for information on 

the  "Campaign for Blue Bell" 
 and a detailed description of all giving opportunities. 

You may arrange for your donation to be applied  
toward one of them. 

 

A huge thank you to all our compassionate 
  supporters who understand our mission and the 

need for our existence. 

OR DONATE ONLINE! 

http://www.bluebellcats.org/donations/donations.html 

Registered Non-Profit 501( C )(3) 

www.facebook.com/bluebellfoundationforcats 


